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1, Dr, Kraus, chief of tne VdU! stated that, secause of tue depressed 
atmosphere in VdU circles in Lover Austria resuiting fron tie 
jinflanmatory campaign of the Connunists and wide-spread fear of 
the vovietsxtalled upon tne Soviet com.anding officer in Lower 
Austria.In the course of their conversation Lraus asxed tne Soviet 
commander whether the Soviet occupation authority was op,osed to 
communal elections and whether it wanted to prevent perticipa- 
tion of the VdU in these elections, The Soviet ofiicer, wio 
obviously disliked tiis question, declared very poiitely trat 
tne Moviet occupation authorities nave made it a principle not to 
interfere in the domestic affairs of tne Austriane and thiad 
applies also to elections. According to Ur.Kraus, the soviet 
officer stated that it is the responsibility of the iiaister of 
the Interior to take action ayainst anyone on political grounds. 
Tne only peint to be clarified is the question of whetner tine 
Austrian people themselves object to tne VdU. 


2. From this answer Dr,Kraus inferred tuat the Soviets are intent 
on making it appear as though they are strict ia observing 
agreements while they continue to employ the Communists acainst 
the VaU, justifying these actions as tie "will of the people", 
In any event, this interview sonewhat encouraged the depressed 
VaU follewers, for they saw that the leader of the yvarty was 
not afraid to aprroach the Soviet com.anding ofiicer directly. 


3, Dr. Kraus further stated tnat tiie discussion betveen him and 
the Soviet officer was conductad in Russian and in a vezy jovial 
atmosphere. 
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